
  

 

It is time for VBS, come be a part of God’s Team ……. 
We need your help for VBS!!!  We are in desperate need of coaches (shepherds) to guide the children from station to 

station.  Even if you can only help for a couple of days, we can use you.  Please contact Cathy Ballard at 
csbcastles@yahoo.com or Connie Gifford cepghb@gmail.com ASAP. 

 
VBS also needs snack donations:   

Animal crackers 
Cinnamon goldfish or regular goldfish crackers 

Regular popcorn (to put in our popcorn machine) 
Lemonade (powder - regular or pink) 

If you could help us out by donating any of these items, we would so appreciate it!!!! 
There will be a box for donations by the bulletin boards in the hallway outside the office. 
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MEMORIALS:  In memory of Marge Steele to Building a Legacy from Keystone Sunday School 

class. 

In memory of Eddie Buck to General Budget from Allee Anderson. 

In memory of Harry Feuerbacher, father of John Feuerbacher, to Camp Scholarships from 

John and Annette Gifford-Handel. 

In memory of David List, grandfather of Eric and father of Beth Shipp, to Camp Scholarships 

from John and Annette Gifford-Handel. 

 

 

 

Sammy Speaks… 
 

 Surprised by joy!  Isn’t it great when you are facing a situation that you’re a little uncertain about and it turns out 
even better than you had hoped?  We began our July Gospel concerts last night with Kenna Turner West.  I had arranged 
the concert through her Dad, Ken Turner, who has been with us a couple of times.  I was sure that it would be a good 
evening, but I had no idea how good and I was concerned whether we would have a decent attendance – you never know.  
Everything exceeded my expectations. 
 We had 87 present and some of those were at our church for the first time.  They heard about the concert through 
a notice that Connie Riley had put in the paper.   One of my first concerns was about the sound system – we’ve had a few 
problems lately as you may know.  I have dealt with electronics and church sound systems for many years, and I have never 
been in a church where the acoustics are more challenging and the sound system more complex than it is here.  I do want 
to say a word of thanks to Danny Elms, Mark Riley, and Clarke Wilcox for their hard work and dedication to working on our 
sound.  Most people could not appreciate what a challenging task it is.  When Kenna first started working with her sound 
tracks, I was concerned because it was difficult to make out all the words.  However as she and Clarke worked together 
fine turning the frequencies and the levels, they got it worked out to where I was able to understand everything very 
clearly and to my ears it sounded great.  I am aware that on Sunday morning some people had difficulty understanding our 
mission speaker, Marilyn Wykes.    There was a reason for that and it has been identified and fixed.  I really encourage you 
to pray for our sound crew, and I do believe you will be experiencing better sound in the coming weeks. 
 I was amazed by Kenna’s gift for song writing.  Many major artists have recorded her songs, and it was a treat to 
hear her perform them with such heartfelt emotion and grace.  She shared much of her personal spiritual journey and her 
testimony and spiritual message brought quite a few tears.  Her joyful spirit and fun ways reminded many of Marty Walker, 
and I told Kenna that was a real compliment.  We hope to have her back again and when she comes you will be blessed if 
you come too. 
 Next Sunday night we will have the Melody Boys in concert.  They have been here several times and they are a 
gospel favorite.  I’m also really looking forward to Tom Ohr and the rest of the Shady Grove Ramblers who were be here 
on July 25.  You add these with the Peru Mission Trip, Impact Camp, VBS, and FAME, the Music Camp and there are a lot of 
exciting things here at FUMC.  I’m glad to be here and I’m glad you’re here.  Invite someone to join us. 
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COMMUNITY OUTREACH sponsors a GENTLY USED or NEW COAT & 

SWEATER DRIVE in OCTOBER.  Place these items in the box in the 
hallway beginning Oct. 4! 

 
Do you have a 

friend or family 

member in the 

Military?  Please let 

the church office 

know if you do.  We 

are trying to get a 

list together.   
 

 

SPECIAL WISHES FOR A HAPPY,  

HAPPY  DAY TO OUR SPECIAL, 

JUNE & JULY BIRTHDAY SENIORS! 
You are in our thoughts and prayers 

 
 
 

July Birthdays 

Lawrence Jennings – 17 
Pamela Taylor – 25 
Ina Schreiber – 26 

Jim Wilcox  - 28 
 

You are loved ! ! ! 

 

. . . . . short or long, it's important . . . . . 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
July 4 
10:30 AM Worship 291  
Total  291 
Sunday School 170 
 
 
July 11 
10:30 AM Worship 278  
6:30 PM  Concert 87 
Total  365 
Sunday School 155 

 

 

David & Joy 
Turner 

 
 

 
 

2010 Mission Trip Update 
 
Peru Mission trip update 

Thanks to everyone that helped to make this 
year’s trip possible for our six travelers.  Many 
of your gifts were anonymous so we cannot 
thank you personally but it was the generous 
support of everyone in the congregation that 
has made this trip possible.  We wanted to 
share with you the basic itinerary for the team 
while they’re away. 
 

Chincha, Peru Mission trip itinerary 

July 8
th

 – 16
th

 

July 8th – Travel – DFW to Miami to Peru. 
 Arrive in Lima at 9:05 pm. 
July 9th – Travel by bus from Lima to Chincha 
 Evening evangelistic service in 
 Aposento Alto 
July 10th -  9 – 1pm construction work  

- 3:30 pm begin evangelistic work 
with children and youth 

- Evening Youth Evangelistic Service 
July 11th – morning/ afternoon Sunday School 
 and evening worship 
July 12th – construction work for the men; 
 ladies will work with children at the 
 George Washington Carver school 

- Afternoon evangelism at the Senor 
de los Milagros settlement  
children, youth and adults 

July 13th – Construction work in the morning, 
 evangelism in the afternoon in Alto 
 Laran 
July 14th - Construction work in the morning, 
 evangelism in the afternoon in Salto 
 de la Liza 
 Evening – Good Bye Service 
July 15th – return to Lima with a free 
 afternoon 
July 16th - Travel – return to USA. 
 
Please join us in praying for the team and the 
families they’ve left behind during this trip.  We 
pray that God will use them in a mighty way as 
they represent His Church in Peru.  We look 
forward to hearing their report when they 
return. 
 
Missions Work Area 
P.S.   Be sure to check your email for updates 
strait from Pete McNabb!!! 
 

Joyful Noise from Joy…..  
    
ACOLYTES 
We all owe a debt of gratitude to Lydia Perkins for her faithful service as 
our Acolyte Coordinator for several years now!  Lydia has trained the 
children, and scheduled their service time and cheerfully served in her 
quiet, consistent way!  She is stepping down from that position this 
summer, so be sure to tell her how much you appreciate her efforts!  Thank 
you so much, Lydia!  If you have children who are going into grades 3 
though 6 this fall, there will be an Acolyte Training class coming up later 
this summer.  Please contact Joy Turner, (joy@fumcirving.org or 972-253-
3531) if your child would like to take part in this special group.  we will try to 
schedule the training at the most convenient time possible.  The Acolytes 
light the candles on Sunday morning, symbolizing the presence of God in 
our worship service.  It is a wonderful way for children to participate in 
worship, and give of themselves.  Please encourage your children to 
become Acolytes!  
  
VBS 
Vacation Bible School is next week!  Are your children all signed up?  We are 
looking forward to a great week of dramatic Bible Stories, Live Band music, 
Crafts, Snacks, Games and Activities, including the Big BIBLE BALL Game!   
  
Thank you to all of you who have signed up to help out in any way.  Every 
contribution of time, effort, prayer, money, snacks and whatever else you 
may have given, is a valuable part of this special week.  God bless you all, 
and please pray for this Vacation Bible School.  Pray that children will come 
to know Jesus if they do not already, and that they will be excited about 
following Him!  Pray that the adults have energy and enthusiasm, and 
patience and wisdom in dealing with the children.  Pray that the youth 
helpers are especially blessed in the giving of their time this week.  Each 
one of you who prays is holding up the one who will work.  Together we 
are strong and effective workers for Jesus. Thank you, all! 
 
Safe Sanctuary Training 
Thank you to all of you who have completed the Safe Sanctuary Training 
for working with children and youth.  Your extra time and effort is greatly 
appreciated!  If there are any of you who have not been able to attend the 
trainings so far this year, and you are signed up to work VBS, please contact 
Joy Turner to make arrangements, and please get your background check 
form in to the church office, to Barbara Canafax (church finance secretary), 
before   Friday this week.  She has to have time to run them!  Thank you! 
 
Sunday School 
Do you have a heart for children, youth, or young adults?  Would you like to 
be part of the FUMC Sunday School teaching team?  There may be a place 
for you to serve!  Is God calling you?  To answer that call or just find out 
more, contact Joy Turner, joy@fumcirving.org or 972-253-3531. 
  
Oasis in the Fall 
Fall will be here before we know it, and the new opportunities of 
Wednesday night Oasis at FUMC will be here!  Just save Wednesday 
evenings for church night! The wonderful food will continue in the Oasis 
Cafe', and the warm fellowship and meaningful discussions will continue in 
Oasis Bible Studies, and beautiful music will raise praises to God in our 
many Choirs!  Be a part of some or many of the offerings at the Oasis.  Be 
refreshed and revived in the middle of the week!  Sign up Sundays are 
coming in August!  watch for more news! 

 

 

 

Sunday nights, 6:30 PM in the Sanctuary 
 

July 18 – The Melody Boys 
July 25 – Shady Grove Ramblers 

 

Financial Update . . . 
                                                        June 30, 2010   Year to Date 2010 
Contributions & Other Receipts $121,354.00 $410,831.00 
Less: Expenses -$68,487.00 -$406,488.00 
Net Gain/ (Net Loss) -$52,867.00 $4,343.00 
 
 

Building a Legacy Status 
June 1, 2010 Balance  $947,388.00 
Less: Principal Payment  -$9,560.00 
June 30, 2010 Balance  $937,828 
 

Interest Paid June 2010  $1,933.00 
 

A note from the Finance Committee 
Let me start off by saying “WOW”! I guess I had the right feeling when I said in my 
last article ‘more to come’. The numbers above speak for themselves. This is the 
first time that I can remember that this church’s budget has finished in the black 
for the month of June. And what is even greater, we are in the black for year to 
date by $4,343! Thanks to a very generous donations to the budget in June. Al I 
can say is thank you and on behalf of the Finance Committee we thank you for 
your continued commitment and generosity to this church. You are so blessed. 
 
Ed Dame, Finance Chair 
 
“One man gives freely, yet gains even more; another withholds unduly, but 
comes to poverty. A generous man will prosper; he who refreshes others 

will himself be refreshed.” Proverbs 11:24-25 

 

  

 

          What Kind of Glorious Crown will the VBS Servant Receive? 
 I picture it like this. These are the folks who assemble crafts, purchase supplies, sing off key, dance in front of kids, use props to teach a lesson, help 
with bathroom breaks, blow whistles time and time again for recreation, cheer for offerings, create creative means to teach and encourage, organize and coordinate 
the programs, clean up, set up, take down, referee, wait for kids who have parents arriving late, pray with them, love unconditionally, break barriers of economics, 
social status, neighborhood and backgrounds all over a skit on Moses. 
 These servants will not receive an ordinary crown. I imagine when they lay their crown at the feet of Jesus the crown will be made of pipe cleaners, pom 
pom, yarn, glitter, glue, squiggly eyes, felt, construction paper, tissue paper, crayons, paper towel cartons, markers, stickers, string, stamps. Every VBS craft supply 
known to man will be on their crown. 
 In return, the Lord bends down, picks up the crown, and beckons the Very Beautiful Servant to Him. He embraces them with a loving VBS hug and 
thanks them for the many salvations they were obedient to be a part of, as evidenced in crowds of brothers and sisters in Christ waving their VBS crowns too. 
Jesus takes that VBS crown and places it on the VBS worker and it transforms to brilliant gems no jeweler could describe or place a value on.  That's the impact of 
the VBS servant. 
 


