
Dr.Philip Thornton - Biography 
 
Phil Thornton is a native of San Augustine, TX.  He holds the A.B. degree from 
Asbury College, the M.Div. from Asbury Theological Seminary, and the Ph.D. 

degree in cultural anthropology from Southern Methodist University.  Phil’s wife, 
Jan, is the daughter of the late Methodist evangelist, Maurice W. Stevens. Having 

completed 27 year in public education, Jan continues to serve teachers through 
training in classroom management and mathematics. Phil and Jan have two 

children. Andrea suffers from autism and still lives with Phil and Jan.  Jeremy is 
married to Jennifer and they have two children, Emeline and Ethan. 
 

After missionary service in Colombia, South America, where Phil worked in the 
areas of church planting evangelism and theological education by extension, Phil 

and Jan returned to the U.S. in 1980 due to Andrea’s special.  Since that time 
Phil has handled a dual role: Professor of Missions at Asbury college and Mission-

in-Residence with GO InterNational.   
 
After 27 years in higher education, Phil will move back full time into missionary 

service this Spring where he will serve as Vice President of Field Ministries for GO 
InterNational.  In this position he will oversee from the home office in Wilmore, 

KY the international partnerships now on ten fields in Africa, Asia, and Latin 
America.  He will also continue to travel to the various fields to train pastors and 
missionaries in the 2/3 world, as well as supervise the church planting projects 

being done through GO Int.’s international partnerships.   

His Education: 

 A.B.          Asbury College 

 MDiv.       Asbury Theological Seminary 

 PhD.          Southern Methodist University 

Specialized training in missions:  

 Missionary Internship Training School, Farmington, MI. 
 El Instituto de Lengua Española, San Jose, Costa Rica 

 Universidad de Los Andes,  Bogota, Colombia 

His Work: 

 1973-1980   OMS Intrnational.  Missionary service (special appt. from TX 

Conference).  Church planting evangelism and theological education by 
extension in Colombia, SA and church development in missions in the U.S. 

 1980-2007    Professor of Missions, Asbury College.  Developed and 
taught courses for the missions major.   



 Adjunct professor for Asbury Theological Seminary and Wesley Biblical 
Seminary. 

 Guest professor for Perspectives on the World Christian Movement. 

 1980-present Missionary-in-Residence, GO InterNational. 

Leadership 

 Presently serve on the steering committee for COSIM (Coalition on the 
Support of Indigenous Ministries), a coalition of mission agencies which 

specialize in working with indigenous ministries in the 2/3 world. 

Job description with GO InterNational: 

1. Oversee the church planting initiative. 

2. Train pastors/missionaries/church planters in 2/3 world. 

3. Serve as liaison with international partners. 

4. Mentor missionary interns, short term missionaries, and new staff at GO 
International. 

5. Missions consultant to local churches in U.S. 

6. Lead short term teams working with our international partners. 

 

Janice R. Thornton 
 

Her Education: 

 A.B.       Asbury College 

 M.A.      University of KY 

 National Board Certified Teacher 

 Missionary Internship Training School, Farmington, MI 

 El Instituto de Lengua Española, San Jose, Costa Rica 

  

Her Work: 

  27 years in public school education (retired). 

 Consultant: Time To Teach (program in classroom behavior 
management). 

 Consultant: Bridges in Mathematics (program in conceptual math for 
elementary education). 

 Teacher trainer in Central and South America. 

 



Job description with GO InterNational: 

1. Teacher training with public and private school educators overseas and 
in the U.S. using the Time To Teach and Bridges programs. 

2. Consultant to churches developing missionary programs in the U.S. 

 

 

 


